
MODULE  1: 
 
This module will provide the student with the skills, context 
and frameworks to read and enter a local community in order 
to develop a contextual strategy of missional life, in particular 
for a church planting project. 
 
This section will be structured in 8 e-learning units and each of 
them will include readings, online classes and discussions 
around significant questions in relation to the topic. The focus 
of these units is on listening to the neighbourhood or local 
community, and based on that listening, on discerning 
possible strategy in joining with the Spirit in the world in order 
to plant a relevant church for the kingdom. 
 
 
Unit 1:   Introduction to becoming a local 

theologian in our community  
 

This first unit is designed to assist anyone interested in 
church planting understand the context into which God 
has called you to incarnate the mission of Jesus in the 
places where one live and work. It functions like a tool 
kit for entering, listening, and discerning what God may 
be up to in a specific neighbourhood or local community. 
Unit 1 will assist the student to discern some possible 
ways in which a church plant project might join with 
God’s plan for this community. Mission-shaped leaders 
learn to enter, indwell, and read their local contexts 

 
Unit 2:   The core reasons we get involved in a 

community  
 

The church is called to announce the Gospel and make 
disciples of all peoples (Matthew 28:19-20). In order to 
do that we must understand the context into which we 
are called. Social setting is an important factor in how the 
Gospel may or may not be received in a cross-cultural 
setting. Because the Gospel is to be announced across 
cultural boundaries, this makes the receptor a critically 
important part of the communication process. We must 
enter the context in which people live if we are to be 
effective witnesses of Jesus. 
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Unit 3:   Steps in listening or gathering 
information in our local community 

 

An important element of listening to a neighbourhood 
involves the gathering of information. The purpose of 
this unit is to develop a rich set of pictures and images of 
the neighbourhood or local community. We now live in 
an information society with a sea of facts and a mountain 
of information to be endlessly gathered and analysed. 
What information do we want out of all the data that is 
available from so many sources? We want to ask a series 
of questions as the starting point for our project of 
church planting. 

 
Unit 4:   Community interviews and agency 

interviews 
 

Every community has a series of agencies that serve the 
area (Government, Social Service Agencies, social 
workers, school principals, police, etc.). This unit will 
encourage the student to create a list of these 
organisations and agencies in a local area. Interviews 
with representatives of each agency will be organised 
and report in a discussion forum with other students. 

 
Unit 5:   Listening to the community in a world 

of internet and new media  
 

While the interview processes outlined to this point are 
vital elements in gathering information about your 
neighbourhood or local community, we now live in a 
wired world. Many groups communicate with each other 
via internet, and it will not be possible to listen to all the 
voices of your community without engaging the internet 
and particularly new social media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6:   Interviews of community members  
 
 

Agencies are but one representative group in the 
area one may want to plant a new church. This unit 
will challenge the student to do a series of interviews 
(different from the ongoing informal conversations) 
with residents and shopkeepers. This is the more 
informal but critically important network of people 
who can give significant information and insight 
about the area. Most of the time these interviews will 
need less structure and formality but should be just 
as well thought through as the agency meetings. 

 
Unit 7:   Collecting demographic information  
 

 
Collecting demographic data provides a generalised, 
overall picture of a local community. Demographic 
information is a helpful way of enriching the picture 
of a local community, but it must follow and be used 
in relationship to the listening and indwelling 
processes outlined in the previous units. It can help to 
discover the changes in your area by comparing 
demographic information, so that planting church can 
be relevant to the community. 

 
Unit 8:   Assembling the report and get ready 

to plant 
 

In this section you assemble all the information 
gathered to this point regarding a/your local 
community. To have a clearer view on your strategy 
you will put it together into a report that can be easily 
read and digested by members of your local church. 
This section takes you through a series of steps that 
assist you in compiling the Report. 


